
 
ST. LEO ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 
 
In 1888, forty families of French Canadian descent requested that Catholic Services be 
held in the town of Gonic.   Reverend Urbain Lamy answered that call and celebrated 
the community's first Mass at the Gonic Town Hall in the Spring of 1888. 
 
As time went on, the people felt more and more of a need for their own worship space. 
In the summer of 1889 the parishioners presented Father Lamy with a check for $2,000 
and construction of a church began. 
 
Officially,  St. Leo Church was not recognized as a parish until October 19th, 1892. The 
first resident priest assigned to the church was Reverend Louis Laroque. Father Laroque 
resided in a rectory which was built next to the new church located on Felker Street. 
 
In 1920 the church building was transported to its present location on Main Street and 
a new rectory was constructed. The following year, a Parish School staffed by the Sisters 
of Holy Cross opened its doors. In 1966 both the Church and the School were completely 
refurbished. 
 
St. Leo School, which made a valuable contribution to the community for 50 years, 
closed its doors in 1971. The next twenty years were years of transition and change for 
our small Catholic community. We remain grateful for the many priests who served in 
our midst and who ministered with fidelity and care. The 90s have brought 
about'change and newness for the people of Saint Leo. 
 
With a call for collaboration among priests, people and parishes, Father Paul 
Montminy, Pastor of Holy Rosary Church in Rochester, assumed the task of taking on 
the responsibility as pastor of St. Leo Parish. Many improvements have come to St. Leo 
Parish due to his devotion and tireless efforts. With the help of Father Bill Deschamps, 
the associate pastor, and Sister Lucille Monette and Sister Loretta Monette, who serve 
as pastoral associates, the parish has prospered and grown. 
 
St. Leo Catholic Kindercare has been established and is now housed in the school area 
of the church building. Our staff of five adults, working with over 40 children, is 
addressing a real need for our young families. 
 
There is a strong feeling of community between both young and old in the parish and a 
real sense of belonging. 
 
As St. Leo Parish Community celebrates its 100th year, 235 families are currently 
registered.  Our Lord has bestowed many blessings on this Catholic Community.   May 
we give thanks and pray that God's help and inspiration be ever present as we move 
toward the future together. 
 


